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Interpretation:

This piece is a study wherein I challenge myself to adhere to one image and one
mood. In setting this Tableau, I attempt to stay inside one emotional realm and
encode therein specific shades of emotion to help tinge and shade the music akin
to an oil painting. This image consists of the titular angel who was set to mourn
over an unknown and a chilling occurance which doomed her to remain in a state
of mourning eternal, for a reason not revealed to anyone, nor herself. The Oboe
plays the angel, whilst the Harpist plays the observer, as off in the bushes
behind the angel is an unknown man who observed the angel as she was slumped
down on the riverbank, as the trees in autumn hue gave up their leaves into the
river. Under the late afternoon sun, as the evening winds begin to rustle within
the Autumnally-glittery air, the man remained in a reverie -- utterly mystified
by the purity and the intensity of her sobs. He felt in those moments the intense
urge to confort her, and to give her his heart and bear his wounds. To tell her
that her pain is heard and is understood, and to help comfort her bleeding soul
in a moment with no method for her to herself. As that was only a fantasy, the
angel would unrelent in her sorrow, and he -- feeling himself amongst
circumstances vastly unknowable to himself to bear -- eventually would slip
away from the bushes with a tense feeling inside his breast as he knew that she
would stay alone and left forgotten...

This piece was Performed originally on December 11, 2023 in Greenfield Hall
at the Manhattan School of Music by Christina Kant and Aaron Haettenschwiller,
on the Harp and Oboe (original instrumentation), respectively.

Duration:
ca. 9:45
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Alexander Howard
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